
Educators say, 
“Illiteracy is preventable.”
But 70% of children in Monterey County are starting 

school at least two years behind—most never catch up.

Low literacy is the root cause of most societal issues. In fact, stu-
dents who cannot read proficiently by the 3rd grade are four times 
more likely to drop out of school. Two-thirds of students who cannot 
read on grade level by the end of 4th grade end up in jail and/or on 
welfare.

Over 70% of inmates in the U.S. 
read at or below the 4th grade level.

Let’s embrace the old saying, 
“An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.” Expert educators say 
illiteracy is preventable. Yet schools 
can only remediate the literacy lag with children who started and 
remain behind in school. Teachers basically have 360 days to teach 
1st and 2nd graders how to read. Third graders are expected to be 
able to read fairly well, yet only 30% of children in Monterey County 
are ready to learn and master the skill of reading in the third grade.

The Solution
The Read to Me Project is the prevention-based solution for improv-
ing literacy outcomes for under-served children. The focus is on 

giving children the foundation of early 
literacy during their first five years of 
life, when 90% of brain development 
occurs.

Please donate to Read to Me Project 
through Monterey County Gives! now 
through December 31st and your 
donation will be percentage matched.

Go to: Montereycountygives.com/read. Or, donate by check 
made payable to the Community Foundation for Monterey County, 
2354 Garden Road, Monterey, CA 93940. Memo: Read to Me Project/
MCGives.

Program details and impacts: readtomeproject.org


